


Accompaniment Programme [FACESINTHE CROWD
Hosts Daily Events . R
4 Persons With Disabilities
Wi PRV FReson raacrny 1 mre Giyers:»NotJust Receivers

The booth for the Ecumenical Accompaniment Programme in
Palestine and Israel (EAPPI) is hosting events nearly every
day of the assembly.

EAPPI brings internationals to the West Bank to experience
life under occupation. Ecumenical Accompaniers provide a
protective presence to vulnerable communities, monitor and
report human rights abuses and support Palestinians and Isra
lis working together for peace.

Friday, 1 November, 18:00-19:00

Dr Muna Mushawar, co-chairperson of the Palestine Israel
Ecumenical Forum and a physician in an Israeli hospital in
Jerusalem, will speak about how movement restrictions have
limited Palestinians’ access to healthcare.

Monday, 4 November, 18:00-19:00
$GOL 'DDQD 81,&() /HDUQLQJ IRU '"HY
speak about Palestinian children’s access to education.

Tuesday, 5 November, 18:00-19:00

Rifat Kassis, president of the executive council of Defence for
Children International, will speak about the Israeli military’s
use of violence against Palestinian children.

Wednesday, 6 November, 18:00-19:00
Recent ecumenical accompaniers from Switzerland, Brazil
and Korea will share their experiences.

Thursday, 7 November, 18:00-19:00

Rami Kassis, director of the Alternative Tourism Group, will
speak about pilgrimages of peace as a different way to see th
Holy Land.

Tea and biscuits will be provided.

Locaton: Booth 71, Madang Hall e Ecumenical Disability Advocates Network urges churches to give people with disabilities a chance to use their gi s.

For Simone Poortman, advocatingEDAN works on a practical and a “People have to get used to the
for an all-inclusive approach to theological level. Theologically, fact that people with disabilities
ecumenical work is a matter of it's important to know that while are just people,” she said.

character. Jesus heals the faithful in the

Bible, a disability is nota sign of At the Harare assembly,
S3<RX KDYH WZR SRWaakfathOLWLHV 2 Poortman was the only delegate
you can sit behind the window with a disability. Ten people
and be part of life or you can “Why do | have this disability? with disabilities were invited
watch life go by,” she said. Do | not believe enough?” as advisors and were somewhat

Poortman said some peopleisolated in a tent. It was there
Poortman, who lives in the have these questions. they decided to form EDAN.
Netherlands, is a founding At this assembly, EDAN

member of the Ecumenical Practically, churches musthosted a pre-assembly and has
Disability Advocates Network become more  accessiblean exhibit space in Madang
(EDAN), a program of the through tools like ramps and Hall. Fellowship and raising
World Council of Churches interpreters. They must alsoawareness are key.
(wcCQ). give people with disabilities a

chance to use their gifts. The 10 people in that tent in
Founded in 1998 at the WCC Harare all possessed the same
assembly in Harare, Zimbabwe,“People  with  disabilities character that Poortman said
EDAN advocates for the have their own talents justcontinues to drive her.
“inclusion, participation and like you,” Poortman said,
active involvement of personsadding that churches often“We do not agree on everything,
with disabilities in the spiritual, are accepting of people with but it was sure that we had
social and development life of GLVDELOLWLHV E X\&bnfeRiQg:tQdday. WK stilP haveR
church and society.” being merely a presence ratheisomething to say.”

than participants. Poortman
“For us it is very important to challenged this situation at herby Bethany Daily
promote an inclusive church,” own church when she began to
Poortman said. “If a church is serve coffee to fellow members
not inclusive and there are no2 FKDQJLQJ KHU UROH IURP
people with disabilities, the recipient to giver.
church is not complete.”
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